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CLAIM REJECTIONS 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Appropriate correction or clarification is required. 

In claim 4, the recitation "said interior" lacks antecedent basis and it also is unclear what 
"said interior" is and where it comes from. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

Claims 1-3, 4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (a) as being anticipated Sasaki et al. (US 
Pat 6,899,418). 

Sasaki et al. discloses in Figures 6-8, 12-15, 21 and 24 an ink cartridge for a recording 
device comprising: 

- an internal compartment (230) (fig. 14); 

- an external carapace (210) (Fig. 14); 

- said internal compartment (230) being outfitted with an inkwell (310), spray nozzle (260), and 
air vent (280) (Figs. 13-14); 

- said internal compartment (230) and said external carapace (210) being connected by 
connecting clasps (211, 237, 282, 232) (Figs 14, 21 and 24, column 19, lines 36-49); 

- wherein said ink well (310) being covered using a plastic strip (302) (Fig. 14, column 19, lines 
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1-4); 

- wherein said interior of which allows the insertion of said internal compartment, forming said 
complete, standard size ink cartridge (Fig. 21); 

- wherein said internal compartment (230) and said external carapace (210) to be connected as 
said complete ink cartridge (200) for use in printers (60) (Figs. 6-8 and 14). 

- wherein said cartridge (200) is empty, then said internal compartment (230) and said external 
carapace (210) can be separated (Fig. 14); and 

- wherein said empty intemal compartment (main case 230 can be reused or can be disposed of) 
disposed of, and said extemal carapace (210) reused with a new intemal compartment (Fig. 14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior arts are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Sasaki et al. (US Pat, 
6,899,418). 

Sasaki et al. disclose the claimed invention except for "said extemal carapace is u-shaped". 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to select changes in the shape of the extemal carapace being u-shaped for the piupose of 
easily coupling between two elements, i.e. the lid (210) and main case (230), since it is a 
mechanical design expedient for an engineer depending upon a particular environment and the 
applications in which the ink jet cartridge is to be used. In re Daily, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 
(CCPA 1966). See MPEP 2144.04. 
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5. The separable ink cartridge of claim 3, wherein said external carapace has an identification 
chip and printer connection clasps. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art references (US Pat 5,896,151; US Pat. 5,984,462; US Pat. 6,973,409; 
US Pat. 6,585,358; US Pat. 6,719,418; US Pat. 6,783,219) cited in the PTO 892 form show an 
inkjet cartridge that is deemed to be relevant to the present invention. These references should be 
reviewed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. This claim would be allowable because none of the prior art 
references of record discloses a separable ink cartridge comprising an external carapace that has 
an identification chip and printer connection clasps in the combination as claimed. 

CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Anh Vo whose telephone number is (571) 272-2262. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday from 9:00 A.M.to 7:00 P.M.. 



The fax number of this Group 2861 is (571) 273-8300. 
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